
 

Constitution Corner  

This month’s edition of Constitution Corner will take a look at Elders – who they are, how 
they are elected and their term of office. 

Who are Elders? 

Elders are officers of the congregation who, along with the Minister, form the                   
Congregational Board. The Congregational Board is the local executive body of the         
congregation. (Basis of Union, paragraph 3(b)(ii)) 

Who can become an Elder? 

Any suitable person from among the members of the congregation may be elected as an    
Elder. (Chapter 2, Section 2(b) of the Constitution) 

How many Elders should a congregation have? 

It will depend on each congregation. Each congregation will decide how many Elders it 
needs, based on the number of members it has and other factors considered relevant. 
(Chapter 2, Section 2(b) of the Constitution) 

How are Elders elected? 

The procedure for the election of Elders is outlined in Chapter 1, Section 2 of the By-Laws. 

Elders are to be elected at a Congregational Meeting, normally the last meeting of the        
calendar year. Remember that our last edition of Constitution Corner talked about            
Congregational Meetings, how they are called and who attends.  

Before that Congregational Meeting takes places, the names of the Elders who are to retire 
will be made known to the congregation and nominations accepted for the vacant seats on the 
Congregational Board.  
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The number of positions to be vacant should 
normally be the number of positions closest to 
one third of all positions on the Congregation-
al Board.  

Section 5 of the By-Laws state that the Con-
gregational Board shall normally appoint a 
Nomination Committee to recommend to the 
Congregation a slate of nominees for the posi-
tions of Elders to be filled.   

However, a person (or persons) may be nomi-
nated for election as Elder on the floor of the              
Congregational Meeting, provided that the 
person(s) so nominated consent(s) to nomina-
tion.  

Elections are conducted by secret ballot. 

The nominees who receive the affirmative 
vote of at least two-thirds of those present at 
the              Congregational meeting will be 
considered duly elected as Elders. If there are 
more nominees than   vacancies, and all nomi-
nees receive that two-thirds majority vote, 
then the vacancies will be filled    using the 
actual number of votes cast for each nominee. 

A second round of voting shall be held to af-
firm remaining nominees if the need for same 
arises.  

If vacancies have not been filled after this ex-
ercise, the Minister shall arrange for further                 
nominations and elections to take place at a 
later date.  

How long is the term of an Elder? 

The term of an Elder is for three years, at the 
end of that term, the Elder is eligible for re-

election. (Chapter 2, Section 2 of the By-

Laws) 
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The Apparent Paradox of Divine         
Sovereignty and Human Responsibility 

Some persons may not readily respond to the  
initial witness of the gospel, but they become 
committed later in life. The apparent paradox of 
God’s sovereignty and human responsibility    
applies to our response to the gospel. This tension 
cannot be reconciled by our finite minds. This 
fact, for example, is expressed in the 

following cases: 

 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16). 

 

Jesus also later said to his followers, 

44 “No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up 
at the last day. (John 6:44) 

65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that 
no one can come to me unless the Father has   
enabled them.” (John 6:65) 

There is no contradiction in God, and we humbly 
submit to the divine truths revealed in Romans 
11:33-36. 

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his     
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who 
has been his counselor?”  

35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should 
repay them?” 36 For from him and through him 
and for him are all things. To him be the glory 
forever!” 

We must evangelize. Let us, therefore, seek     
opportunities to spread the gospel for the glory of 
our eternal and omniscient God. Amen 

Cayman Islands Regional Mission Council  





Since the earthquake, which had its epicenter near Haiti, on 
Saturday August 14, 2021, has devastated the nation, the    
country has been  experiencing strong tremors. Many persons 
are still homeless and living under rubbles. Some are hesitant 
to erect concrete structures as they fear another earthquake at 
any given time.  

At the last count, the death toll was 2,207, with 344  people 
still  missing. The severe physical, economic and social impact 
on Haiti have been made more challenging as shortly        
thereafter they experienced the passage of Tropical Storm 
Grace. All of this follows the recent  assassination of their 
President. 

HAITI RELIEF 

As part of our initial response as a church, 
we wish to offer financial support to the   
relief efforts in Haiti, through our established 
contacts there. 
We are aware of the restrictions on           
attendance in  worship in Jamaica and would 
suggest that, where  possible,  congregations 
make a contribution from their own funds. 

How to Donate 

Cayman Islands: 

Send your contributions to your local 
congregations,  

which will then remit the same to  

the Cayman Regional   Office 

 

Jamaica: 

Bank: National Commercial Bank          
Jamaica Ltd 

Address: 90-94 Slipe Rd. Kingston 5 

Account Name: United Church in           
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands 

Account #: 234297392 

Type of account : Savings 



Given evidence of a community spread of COVID-19 in the Cayman Islands, the Government has reintroduced      
regulations to control the spread of the virus, including but not limited, to protocols for travel and                       
gatherings. Consequently, indoor gatherings are now restricted to 100 persons. The restrictions are in place              
until November 22, 2021. 
  

The Government of Jamaica, on October 26, 2021, announced amendments to an order under the Disaster Risk  
Management Act (DRMA) to facilitate in-person worship at churches on Sundays. These provisions are for the       
period October 29 to December 10, 2021. 
  

Please note and be guided by the following: 
  

1.      Church Services – Sundays are no longer designated ‘no movement days,’ with the curfew 
set at 8 p.m. Services are allowed under the following condition: 
·         The number of persons allowed in the sanctuary for worship should be determined by the 
physical distancing requirement of a minimum of six feet between persons, but should not ex-
ceed 50 persons. 
  

The other relevant provisions remain the same as under: 
  

2.      Weddings – the maximum number of persons allowed is 50. 
  

3.      No physical crusades, conferences or conventions will be permitted. 
  

4.      Funeral services are allowed with a maximum of 20 persons within the place of worship or 
facility. 
  

5.      Burials are allowed for 30 minutes Mondays to Fridays between 9 am and 4 pm with 
a maximum of 15 persons at the graveside. 
  

6.      Physical Gatherings are limited to 10 persons. 
  

7.      Stay at home – persons 60 years and over. Fully vaccinated persons are exempt. 
  

Please note that the wearing of masks, hand sanitizing and social distancing are still required for public spaces and 
gatherings. 
 

We invite you to comply with these provisions 

-From the Office of the General Secretary 

 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS   

AFFECTING CONGREGATIONAL LIFE IN JAMAICA AND THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 

-From the Office of the General Secretary 



 Pastor Ormond Williams who lost his 
mother.  

 Mrs. Karen Francis, whose husband      
Rev. Dr. Norman Francis has passed on. 

 Rev. Delia Picart-Hibbert whose mother, 
Mrs. Escelene Picart passed on. 

 Rev Rohan Kong who lost his father. 

 The climbing number of COVID 19       
infections in Jamaica.  

 Patients, families and workers in the health     
sector in  Jamaica.  

 Members of staff with relatives affected by 
COVID 19. 

 The people of Haiti and Afghanistan. 

 Victims, Family Members and the body of 

Christ affected by the operations and    
principles of  Pathway International    
Kingdom  Restoration Ministries in St. 
James.  

 

 

O Lord, our redemption. Be our          
protection. Direct our minds by your   
gracious presence. Watch over our paths 
and guide us with your love through the 
hidden snares of life. Fix our hearts on 
you as we go forward, and following in 
faith, arrive at your goal; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

October 31, 2021 

The Call to Evangelism 

– Passion and Prayer 
 

Reformation Day 

 

Ruth 1:1-18 

Psalm 146 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

and Psalm 119:1-8 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 12:28-34; 2 

Timothy 1:6-8 

 

Evangelism calls upon us to have a passion 

for reaching souls burning within, 

undergirded by a vital connection to God 

through prayer. The fire of the Holy Spirit 

ablaze within the hearts and lives of those 

whose hope is in God, is the fuel for both 

passion and prayer. This is the acceptable 

sacrifice of every believer. The secret of 

Martin Luther’s revolutionary life was his 

commitment to spend time alone with God 

every day. It was this connection that gave 

fuel to the fires of reformation and to the call 

to love God and love one’s neighbour. 

PRAYER CORNER 

AT HOME LITURGY 

A prayer 



The Jamaica Diaspora Taskforce Action Network (JDTAN) is a 
worldwide network of sectoral-focused Diaspora Taskforces 
with members across 30+ countries. Taskforces have been     
operating since 2013 as a collaborative approach to engage and 
mobilize the Jamaican Diaspora to join forces and support      
national development. It started with Education followed by    
Agriculture and has expanded to cover over 15 sectors.  

Our behavioral and Mental health Taskforce has  coordinated a 
series focused on increasing mental health awareness for the 
Faith  Community in Jamaica. The series will be presented by 
individuals who are licensed professionals in varying capacities 
as is evident by their biographies. The attached flyer outlines the 
topics that were developed in collaboration with persons living in 
Jamaica who identified specific present-day issues and concerns 
in their communities.  

The series is designed for multi-denominational pastors,  ministry 
staff and volunteers. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  



Tune in to Our   
United in Faith  

Programme  
Aired Every       

Sunday on RJR 94 

The United in Faith Programme can now be found 
online on our Anchor fm platform.  

Type https://rb.gy/bmxwpw in your search bar to 
access the episodes.    

The link to each episode will also be circulated via 
WhatsApp every Monday.  

End Violence Against 

 

Share your  Thursdays  
in Black  photos on    
Instagram and tag  us 
@ucjci 

#WCC, #UCJCI, 

#evgw,   
#ThursdaysinBlack, 

 

Meadowbrook United Church invites all men 
to join us online or in the sanctuary for a   
conference catered to males. It will feature 
topics like "Man and God's Money", 
"Managing Your Relationships" and "The  
Real Man!".  

It promises to be a great time of fellowship 
and surrender.  

Sign up at https://bit.ly/3Gp5eyK 



The United Church in Jamaica and The Cayman Islands  
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Moderator 

Rt. Rev. Gary Harriott 
 

General Secretary 

Rev. Norbert Stephens 

 

Regional Deputy General Secretaries 

 Cayman Regional Mission Council-  
  Rev. Dr. Yvette Noble Bloomfield 

 

 North Eastern Regional Mission Council -  

 

Contact Us 

 
Address: 

12 Carlton Crescent,  
Kingston 10 

 

 

Telephone No:  
876 926-8734 

 

 

E-mail Address: 
synod@ucjci.com  

 

Website:  
www.ucjci.com 
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